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SECTION 270.00 – MATERIALS SOURCES 

270.01 Reconnaissance.  The District Materials Engineer reviews potential sources by one or more of 
the following means: 

• Airphoto reconnaissance. 

• Geological or pedological maps of the area. 

• Information available in area offices of the Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Geological Survey, or 
Department of Water Resources. 

• District source records and maps. 

• Field reconnaissance will often involve a geological interpretation of geomorphic land forms, 
stream action, etc., in an attempt to determine where suitable materials are likely to be found. 
Look for mining claims in the field and search for possible mineral leases at this time to be 
reasonably certain that the parcel is free. 

270.02 General Procurement. Refer to Section F of the Right-of-Way Procedures Handbook for general 
procedures. 

All options should be for a year. Weather, crop interferences, workload, appraisal, and negotiations 
normally require more time than the usual 6-month option provides. 

Determine long-range (20-50 years) need for the source. 

Evaluate the risk of losing use of the source through changes in environmental concerns, development, 
and zoning. 

Upon execution of the lease for investigation, perform the investigation in conformance with Idaho T142. 

Have a land survey and plat made of the source if it is to be purchased. 

Where a land survey is not required, such as for a borrow source, tie the boundary survey to a permanent 
feature such as a county road intersection or a public land corner. 

270.02.01 Lease/Purchase Option.  This option provides three important functions: 

• Establishes the right to enter and do exploration for a reasonable fee. 

• Avoids the possibility of incurring exploration and other investigation costs only to find that the 
land cannot be purchased or leased at a reasonable price. 

• Provides a legal means of paying rent and exploration-related damages. 

The amount paid for the option will be based principally on a rental fee and possible damages. 

An agreed price per acre or royalty price must be established and entered in the option agreement. 
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270.02.02 Procurement Within the Right-of-Way.  If a portion of an existing right-of-way is to be used 
as a materials site, determine how the right-of-way was obtained. 

Lands withdrawn from Federal Lands for public highway purposes are to be used only to build and 
maintain that section of highway. 

Use of a portion of this right-of-way for a materials site requires a withdrawal, free, or special use permit 
in accordance with the regulations of the agency controlling the land. 

Rights-of-way across Tribal Lands are handled the same as Federal Land except the permit must be 
obtained from the appropriate Tribal Council. 

Rights-of-way granted by easement deeds then abandoned revert to the underlying owner. 

270.02.03 Procurement of Federal Lands.  The use of materials from Federal Land is arranged through 
Free Use or Special Use Permits or other means, depending on the regulations of the government agency 
controlling the land. 

The district selects the materials site in cooperation with local representatives of the agency responsible 
for administration of the land and in accordance with applicable provisions under Section 270.02, General 
Procurement. 

Prior to initiating procurement of Federal Land, a check for mining claims should be made. 

The district initiates procurement by sending a request and exhibit showing location, land tie, and 
boundary survey of the area to the Right-of-Way Section. 

Ample time must be allowed for processing the procurement request as it goes from the Right-of-Way 
Section to the FHWA Division Office, the local representative of the agency, the FHWA Division Office, 
the FHWA Region, and back to the Division Office. 

270.02.04 Procurement of State Lands.  Acquisition of materials from state-owned land is 
accomplished through a State Mineral Lease. 

The district selects the materials site in cooperation with the local representative of the Department of 
Lands and in accordance with applicable provisions under Section 270.02, General Procurement. 

The district initiates procurement by sending a request and exhibit showing location, land tie, and 
boundary survey of the area to the Right-of-Way Section. 

State Mineral Leases are granted for a maximum of 5 to 10 years. 

State Mineral Leases call for an annual rental fee plus a royalty for material used. 

Department of Lands bills ITD for the annual rental and requires a report of usage monthly from the 
districts. 

The district completes the reports. 

All billings and reports are handled by the Right-of-Way Section, including payment.
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The State Land Board has reserved the mineral rights, including sand and gravel, on all land it has sold 
since 1923. 

If the deed to the land reserves the mineral rights to the state, a State Mineral Lease must be obtained in 
addition to the lease or purchase required from the owner of the surface rights. 

The state, through the Department of Lands, claims all land between the high-water lines of any navigable 
river or stream in the state. 

A State Riverbed Lease is required for removal of material from between high-water lines of navigable 
rivers or streams. 

Streambeds may also be claimed by adjacent property owners or Indian Tribes if the stream crosses the 
Reservation. 

State Riverbed Leases require additional time, as public hearings are required prior to issuing the lease. 

The Department of Lands has accepted a conversion factor of 1 cubic yard (1 cubic meter) being equal to 
1 1/2 tons (1.80 metric tons) and will accept engineers' estimates based on either cubic yard or ton. 

270.02.05 Source Control.  The district is responsible for maintaining an inventory of quantities used 
from sources, estimated amount remaining in the source, and whether the Department desires to continue 
use of the source. 

The district is responsible for initiating payment for materials obtained by royalty. The special provisions 
of a contract may require the contractor to make these payments directly to the lessee, including the State 
Land Board. The district is responsible for making payments for any materials taken by Idaho 
Transportation Department forces. 

After a project is advertised, the area to be worked will be flagged and cross sectioned from a base line 
referenced to the boundary monuments. It is essential that the contractors operate in the designated area in 
order to fully utilize the source and comply with the intent of the final reclamation plan. 

270.02.06 Conservation of State-Owned Materials Deposits.  When possible, new material deposits 
should be located for new construction. Do not use deposits currently owned by the Department for new 
construction unless absolutely necessary. These deposits should be saved for future betterment and 
maintenance work. 

Develop all deposits in such a manner as to make usable all acceptable materials within the deposit. 

Do not sell, give away, or otherwise remove any material without authorization. Sources of materials are 
becoming increasingly scarce and the resource must be managed prudently. This policy does not preclude 
a working arrangement with a county, highway district, or city whereby an exchange of material or funds 
will permit us to make materials available to them. 

Several local agencies have permitted the state to use their sources in the past. This cooperation is 
desirable, but it is to be mutually equitable. Counties are responsible for procuring material sources for 
county projects.
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270.03 Approval to Purchase.  The following information, compiled by the district, is sent by letter to 
the Materials Engineer to obtain approval for purchase as required by Materials Operational 
Memorandum No. 12. 

• Materials Source Plat and Investigation Record and Reclamation Plan. 

• Pertinent information as to the proven quantity and quality of material in the source and quantity 
of overburden to be removed. 

• A list of projects for which the materials are expected to be used and the quantities required based 
on the six-year program. 

• A list of sources in the immediate area available to the Department and the quantities contained 
therein. 

• A sketch map showing location of all projects and sources mentioned in Items 3 and 4 above. 

• Market value estimate (from right-of-way). 

• Cost benefit analysis, if required. 

 Irrigated or cultivated farm lands may be acquired for materials sources only when 
marginal, uncultivated land is not economically available for this purpose. 

 Before irrigated or cultivated lands are recommended for materials sources, comparative 
cost benefit analyses must be made in consideration of the following factors: 

 Cost of Haul 
Land Tax Classification 
Quality of Materials 
Appraisal Price 
Cost of Reclamation 
Other Economical Variables 

 The Materials Engineer will advise the State Highway Administrator that a comparative 
cost benefit analysis has been made of the property by the Department before such land 
acquisitions have been entered into. 

270.04 Source Purchase. The Materials Engineer notifies the Right-of-Way Supervisor by letter upon 
approval of the quality and quantity of materials in the source to complete action on the Purchase Option. 

The appropriate district, upon receipt of a copy of the Materials Engineer's approval letter, will request 
authority for expenditure of funds. Title reports will be ordered and the usual acquisition procedures will 
be followed. Also, all fence lines, proposed source lines, and corners must be flagged and the owner must 
be made aware of the proposed property limits of the precise purchase area. Document an account of the 
source field trip by letter with a copy to the property owner.
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When purchase is approved and it appears that a deed cannot be conveniently executed before the 
Purchase Option expiration date, the owner must be notified by certified mail of the Department's 
intention to exercise its option. The District Right-of-Way Agent requests the Right-of-Way Supervisor to 
prepare and mail such notice. Request should be made at least ten days before the termination date of the 
option. 

270.05 Leases (Private Ownership). Upon approval of the quality and quantity of the materials in the 
source, the District Materials Engineer will request the District Right-of-Way Agent to complete action 
on the Lease Option. The written request will be accompanied by the Materials Source Plat and 
Investigation Record. 

If the investigation establishes the source to be unsuitable, then the owner will be advised in writing by 
the District Right-of-Way Agent and the executed copies of the Lease Option will be returned to him. 

The District Right-of-Way Agent will transmit to the Right-of-Way Supervisor three signed copies and 
four unsigned copies of the Materials Lease (Form ITD-218) accompanied by source sketches and title 
reports and will be responsible for: 

• Proper completion of the lease. 

• Execution by the responsible persons and acknowledgments of signatures. 

• Clearance of applicable encumbrances. 

• Checking for adequate access and reasonable special provisions. 

The Right-of-Way Section checks the title for legal sufficiency and will distribute copies as follows: 

• Lessor - 1 signed copy 

• District Engineer - 1 signed copy and 1 unsigned copy 

• Materials Engineer - 1 unsigned copy 

• Department Controller - 1 unsigned copy 

The original signed copy will be recorded, indexed, and retained in the Right-of-Way Section files. The 
Right-of-Way Supervisor will furnish District Materials a copy of the recorded lease. 

270.06 Investigation Procedures. Upon execution of the option, undertake the investigation of the 
source in conformance with Idaho Test Method T142, “Standard Method of Investigation of Aggregate 
and Borrow Deposits.” Give full consideration to the provisions required for a reclamation plan during the 
investigation. Archeological clearance of the proposed source occurs after the option is signed and prior 
to the investigation. 

Take samples of all materials encountered in the source. One sample of each material encountered is 
taken from each test hole. The majority of these samples will be tested in the District Laboratory to 
establish the test hole log. A representative sample, or combination of samples, is to be sent to the 
Materials Section for complete testing.
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270.07 Materials Source Plat and Investigation Record.  
 
270.07.01 Master Plat and Investigation Record. An example of a Materials Source Plat and 
Investigation Record is illustrated in Figure 270.07.02.1 in Section 270.07.02. 

The plat and record is intended to furnish all the information required to establish the quality and quantity 
of material in the source, amount of overburden, required reclamation, and property ties and boundaries 
required for securing use of the source. 

The completed Materials Source Plat and Investigation Record shall include all the following information. 

The plat shall include a legal description, source dimensions, source boundaries, boundaries of area to be 
worked, and area bearings and distances to appropriate land ties. An access at least 30' (9 meters) wide 
must be obtained by purchasing permanent easement or as a part of the lease to provide access at time of 
disposal of the source. 

Location and names of streams, creeks, or bodies of water within or immediately adjacent to the source 
area are to be shown. Existing drainage adjacent to the source is important, as is a final drainage plan after 
source depletion and reclamation. 

Include boundaries of lands that will become affected by the operation of the source showing the acreage, 
habitations, and businesses, including public streets and highways. 

Carefully locate and describe utilities, canals, and irrigation facilities giving ownership, clearances to 
overhead lines, and easement areas, as well as depths to buried cables, gas, sewer, or water lines. 

Show the locations of all test pits and borings. Identify by type and number. Include the log of each test 
pit, boring, and laboratory analyses. Include a note indicating that field logs, soil samples, rock cores, and 
other information related to the investigation may be available at the District Materials Section for 
contractor review. 

Field logs can be included in the special provisions if necessary to better represent the conditions of 
subsurface materials. 

If ground water was not encountered during the investigation, state so in the plat. 

Illustrate by cross section or contours, approximate elevations of the ground, indicating how the source is 
to be worked and reclaimed, and method, if by stage reclamation. 

Show locations of stockpiles, waste sites, overburden piles, tailings, ponds, depth restrictions, water table, 
and silt or clay lenses. 

Show the complete reclamation plan and notes on the source plat. 

Include a title block in the lower right-hand corner, 2” × 3” (50 mm × 75 mm), on a reduced plan sheet 
showing the Source Number and Legal Description.
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• If purchased, include the following: 

 Date Purchased ____________________ from ___________________________ 

 Date Recorded _________________________ as Instrument No. ____________ 

 _______________ in Book ____________ of Deeds on Page ______, ________ 

County Records 

• If leased, include the following: 

Lessor ____________________________ 

Dated _____________________ Lease Permit No. ___________________________  

Expiration date ________________ 

• If obtained by Withdrawal of Use Permit, include the following: 

U.S. Government Withdrawal No. ________________ 

B.L.M. Free Use Permit No. ___________________ 

U.S. Forest Service Permit No. _________________ 

Prepare a 22” × 34” (560 mm × 860 mm) plan sheet in accordance with Surveys and Plans Manual, Part 
17, on suitable linen or mylar. 

A checklist covering the source map, log of borings, laboratory data, and reclamation plan is included in 
Figure 270.07.01.1. This checklist should be used by the districts during preparation of the Materials 
Source Plat and by the Project Development Engineer at Headquarters Materials Section during review of 
the plat. 

270.07.02 Project Plat and Investigation Record. Make a mylar of the master plat and investigation 
record. 

Outline the “area to be worked” stockpile areas and areas previously worked. 

Check to make sure adequate test holes have been dug in the “area to be worked” to delineate material to 
be found there. 

Under general notes, describe condition the “area to be worked” is to be left in (i.e., floor slope and side 
slopes). 

Under the final reclamation plan notes, add the specific requirements that pertain to the project. 

Examples of Source Plat and Reclamation Plan are shown in Figures 270.07.02.1 and 270.07.02.2.
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Figure 270.07.01.1 − Materials Sources 

Source No. __________________________  Project No. ______________________________ 

Materials Source Plat and Investigation Record Checklist 

Source of Vicinity Yes No Log of Borings (Contd) Yes No

Can projects or portions be 
shown? 

  Are depths of each material and depth 
of hole shown to appropriate scale? 

  

Are access roads indicated?   Is log of hole representative of field 
log? Appropriate legend? 

  

Are standard map symbols used?   Is water present and shown on log 
with date of recording? 

  

Is legal description, sections, 
township, and range given (locate 
to 1/16 section)? 

  Are similar holes combined on log?   

Is north arrow shown?   Laboratory Test Results   
Detail Source Plat   Are samples identified to test hole and 

depths? 
  

Are bearings and distances of 
source boundary shown? 

  Are gradations bracketed for each 
sieve size? 

  

Are access roads shown and 
jurisdiction of road? 

  Are number of sampling and testing 
adequate? 

  

Distance to project and haul road 
direction? 

  Are all pertinent data shown (i.e., 
gradation, sand equivalent, wear, 
maximum size, etc.)? 

  

Are bridges and culverts shown?   General Notes   
Scale of plat?   Standard disclaimer paragraph 

included? 
  

Are all utilities shown and located 
accurately with distances, depths, 
and clearances given? 

  Operation at source included on plan?   

North arrow?   Final reclamation plan on plan sheet?   
Is area to be worked outlined?   Title Block   
Restricted areas (utilities and 
future reserved materials, etc.)? 

  Is source number shown?   

Are cross sections used to clarify 
work plan? 

  Is purchase record complete?   

Test hole locations and numbered 
identifications? 

  Is lease record complete?   

Log of Borings   Are withdrawal numbers shown, etc.?   
Are borings spaced at 30-60 m?   
Are borings extended to depth 
required for needed quantity? 

  
Checked by: ___________________________ 

Date: _________________________________ 
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Figure 270.07.02.1 
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Figure 270.07.02.2 
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Submit a white print to Headquarters Materials for review prior to transmitting to Design for 
incorporation into the final plans. 

270.08 Requirements of a Reclamation Plan. Provide a reclamation for each source of borrow or 
aggregate, whether from public or private lands. 

Source Reclamation Plans are prepared in conformance with Section 47, Chapter 15, Idaho Code.  No 
planting is required on certain lands as stated in Section 47-1510, Idaho Code. 

For sources to be leased from a private individual, develop an appropriate initial reclamation plan and 
present it to the property owner for his consideration. Should the owner not wish to use the state's plan, 
his wishes as to special seeding, fertilizing, mulching, grading, or other planned use should be given full 
consideration in developing the final plan to be presented to the State Board of Land Commissioners. 
However, the property owner needs to be made aware of the possibility that his wishes may not be 
approved by the Land Board. 

The Idaho Surface Mining Act of May 31, 1972, applies to all lands within the state and an approved 
reclamation plan is required from the State Land Board on all sources. The master mylar or copy of the 
project original mylar source plat illustrated in Figure 270.07.02.1 will be one of the prime documents of 
our request for approval of reclamation plans. 

Maintain the original materials source plat and investigation record in the district files. Upon approval by 
the State Land Board, the Materials Engineer will notify the district by letter. The district will then add 
the approval date to the materials source plat. 

All sources, whether for earth, borrow, sand, gravel, or rock, must have a map of the source area, with 
information submitted as required by Section 270.07, Materials Source Plat and Investigation Record. 
Send three white prints of source plat and sufficient color photographs to illustrate existing field 
conditions for reclamation approval to the Maintenance Supervisor, Attn: Roadside Manager. The plans 
will be reviewed for seeding and fertilizer details, then forwarded to the Materials Engineer for final 
checking and transmittal to the State Land Board. 

The Materials Section is responsible for obtaining approval of the source reclamation plan from the State 
Land Board prior to use. The plan provides for restoration of stable slopes, reseeding of the area to control 
water and wind erosion, and to provide an area that will not become a nuisance, a hazard to life, or a 
dumping area. Specifically, the reclamation plan provides that: 

• The steepest slopes permitted on earth and gravel cut faces are a 1.5:1. However, flatter seeding 
slopes are desirable and should be provided whenever reasonably economical. 

• Rock quarries should be worked to provide slopes that are no steeper than 1:1 unless adjacent to 
and a part of naturally occurring rock faces that are steeper. Slopes should blend in with the 
natural slopes as much as possible. 

• Control drainage from the excavation to prevent erosion. Should the excavation be below water, 
make the banks gently sloping, no steeper than 4:1 to a depth of 5 feet (1. 5 meters) and shall 
provide for egress from the water along the full length of bank. Excavation adjacent to streams 
shall provide for inflow and outflow of the stream to aid in keeping the water from becoming 
stagnant. 

• Roads are to be obliterated and cross cut to control drainage in steep terrain. 
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• A drainage plan for the source will be included to prevent siltation of any streams or bodies of 
water. 

• Any locations and limits on depths and areas of any tailings ponds should be shown. 

• All test pits or drill holes are to be backfilled or plugged and made reasonably safe to human life, 
livestock, and wildlife. 

• Worn-out equipment parts, tires, tracks, etc., will not be disposed of within the source limits. 

• Spread all the overburden or topsoil to a uniform depth and reseed and mulch as specified. 
Reseeding is not required on barren sand-gravel or rock slopes. 

The cost of all grading, drainage, topsoiling, and associated reclaiming and shaping work, including 
seeding operations, will be paid for in accordance with Subsection 211 of the Standard Specifications. 
Conform seeding operations to Section 621, Seeding, of the Contract Administration Manual. The state 
will furnish the seed at no cost. 

Determine seeding requirements and make seed mix selections in accordance with the Design Manual, 
Section 440.00, and Contract Administration Manual, Section 621. Seed mix selections may be made in 
accordance with the property owner's wishes when appropriate. 

Submit an adequate number of photographs (two or more) of the materials source to document the pre-
existing land form and vegetation. Use arrows on the source plat (Figure 270.07.02.1) to show the 
locations and directions from which the photos were taken. 

The district obtains the necessary approval or comments from the Idaho Fish and Game Department, 
Water Resource Board, Health and Welfare local regional office, Bureau of Reclamation, USFS, and any 
other governmental regulatory agency that may be involved. 

270.09 Seeding and Fertilizing Proposal. 
 
270.09.01 Seeding Requirements. During Project Development, the following information is to be 
provided to the District Design Engineer so that proper seeding requirements for each source reclamation 
plan can be furnished: 
 

• Location of borrow or material sites and the legal description. 

• If the material source is to be used with a highway project(s), include project number. 

• Soils information required for seed and fertilizer selection: 

 Topsoil thickness 

 Topsoil pH 

 pH of material at the bottom of the source (gravel pits and quarries excluded) 
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• Moisture characteristics: 

 Is bottom rapid draining 

 Is bottom poor draining 

 Approximate water table elevation if near the surface 

• Vegetation types on and in the area: 

 Grasses 

 Shrubs 

 Trees 

• Approximate area to be seeded: 

 Acres to be drilled 

 Acres to be broadcast 

270.09.02 Laboratory Testing. If needed, soil characteristics such as pH may be obtained by submitting 
samples to the Headquarters Materials Lab for analysis. Laboratory testing is not always necessary if all 
other characteristics, especially vegetation types, are accurately provided. 

Make source seeding plans identical to the related roadway seeding plans in practically all cases. Show 
them on each source reclamation plan sheet. Failure to show the entire source reclamation plan on the 
plan sheet (e.g., seeding, fertilization, topsoiling, screening, slopes intended, drainage, etc.) may cause 
rejection by the State Department of Lands and thus delay the project development. 

In addition to an approved reclamation plan, any source altering a channel of a continuously flowing 
stream requires a permit from the Department of Water Resources. 

The excavation in a materials source and the possible influence on the perched water table must be 
ascertained during the investigation. A survey of the potable water zones must be made to guard against 
contamination of usable supplies. 

270.10 Relinquishing Sources. Sources no longer desired due to depletion or other reasons are to be 
relinquished. The district informs the Materials Engineer that the source may be relinquished and will 
furnish the Right-of-Way Supervisor and Maintenance Supervisor copies of the letter. Final approval is 
required from the Materials Engineer and Maintenance Supervisor on source and stockpile sites, 
respectively. 

Materials Engineer requests approval from State Department of Lands to expire the reclamation plat for a 
source on State Land. Upon Land Board action, the Materials Engineer will advise the district, Right-of-
Way Supervisor, and Maintenance Supervisor of action needed to relinquish the source. 

Reclamation of the source must be completed prior to requesting release.
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Borrow sources should be released immediately upon completion of construction unless further use for 
the source is known to exist. 

270.11 Source Numbers and Records. Each aggregate, borrow, or quarry source investigated is 
assigned a source number in numerical sequence, by county, by the District Materials Engineer. These 
numbers are formed by the county name abbreviation followed by a number assigned in numerical 
sequence as the sources are located. 

For example: The ninety-sixth pit located in Latah County would be designated Lt-96. A complete county 
prefix list is shown in the following table: 

Ad – Ada Cs – Cassia Lw – Lewis 
Am – Adams Cl – Clark Ln – Lincoln 
Bk – Bannock Cw – Clearwater Ma – Madison 
BL – Bear Lake Cu – Custer Md – Minnidoka 
Bw – Benewah El – Elmore NP – Nez Perce 
Bg – Bingham Fk – Franklin On – Oneida 
Be – Blaine Fr – Fremont Ow – Owyhee 
Bo – Boise Gm – Gem Py – Payette 
Br – Bonner Gd – Gooding Pw – Power 
Bn – Bonneville Id – Idaho Sh – Shoshone 
By – Boundary Jf – Jefferson Tn – Teton 
Bu – Butte Jr – Jerome TF – Twin Falls 
Cm – Camas Kt – Kootenai Vy – Valley 
Cn – Canyon Lt – Latah Wn – Washington 
Cr – Caribou Le – Lemhi   

When a source is purchased and the Idaho Transportation Department holds a warranty deed to the 
property, it is designated by the letter “s” following the number of the source, e.g., TF-49-s. The same 
number will suffice for all purchased extensions and a new price per cubic yard will be established by the 
Financial Control Section. The test hole numbering for the extension is carried in sequence from the 
previous investigation of the original source. 

For out-of-state sources, names should be designated by county name, county, state name, source number, 
commercial source. 

• Example:  Designation for commercial source number 12 from Spokane County in the state of 
Washington: SCW-12c. 

When two parcels of land are purchased and the parcels are not contiguous, different numbers will be 
issued and individual test hole numbering will be required for each source. 

270.12 Source Numbers and Reports. When a source for aggregate or borrow proves unacceptable 
during investigation, the source number is retained and a description is prepared for the source records. 
This information, together with any tests which may have been made, will assure that the work on this 
source will not be redone in the future.
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The district maintains complete records of each source and furnishes the Materials Engineer with copies 
of their records for reference and filing. 

270.13 Aggregate Material Sources. As provided in Standard Specifications, Subsection 106.09, 
material sources are divided into two groups: Designated Sources and Contractor-Furnished Sources. 
Designated sources are those listed in the contract documents by number and location. Contractor-
furnished sources shall include all sources other than designated sources. This includes sources owned or 
controlled by the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD). The source may be privately owned or owned 
by a public agency. Any aggregate or borrow material to be incorporated into the project, other than a 
source designated in the contract, is considered to be a contractor-furnished source and requires written 
approval from the state for use of the material. Any costs of exploring, developing, and testing for source 
approval shall be borne by the contractor. Verification testing may be required to confirm the submitted 
test results. 

Specification requirements for all types of contractor-furnished sources include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

1. Material Sources, Standard Specification Subsection 106.09. 

2. Acquisition of all necessary rights to remove the material including, but now limited to, access 
and conditional use permits, mineral leases, or owner’s written permission. 

3. Permits, Standard Specification Subsection 107.02. 

4. Reclamation plan approved by the Department of Lands. 

5. Cultural Resource Clearance, Standard Specification Subsection 107.18. 

6. Environmental Protection, Standard Specification Subsection 107.17. 

7. Sampling and Testing in accordance with contract specifications. 

Reference Standard Specification Subsections 703.12 and 703.13 and applicable contract item 
specifications. 

There are various types of contractor-furnished sources: 

• Qualified Aggregate Material Suppliers 

It shall be the responsibility of the District Materials Engineer to keep a current list of qualified 
aggregate material sources. The source file shall contain all documentation of investigations, 
clearances, test previously performed, and any other specification requirements. Qualification 
will be valid for not more than two years. Reference the Quality Assurance Manual, Section 
265.00. 

The Resident/Regional Engineer may approve the use of qualified aggregate material suppliers 
with the concurrence of the District Materials Engineer. 

1/99 



Materials Materials Sources 270.00 
 

• Sources Previously Utilized but not on the Qualified Aggregate Material Suppliers List 

When the contractor requests to use a source previously utilized or a new product from an 
existing source, the contractor will furnish to the Resident/Regional Engineer sufficient 
documentation, including test data, to substantiate the request. The Resident/Regional Engineer 
reviews and forwards the request to the District Materials Engineer. The District Materials 
Engineer will evaluate the existing source data and any additional data furnished by the contractor 
for compliance with contract specifications. It is very important that written or verbal approval is 
not extended to the contractor until complete data is furnished to verify conformance with 
contract specifications. 

If a contractor requests to use a source owned or controlled by ITD, the District Materials 
Engineer will make necessary arrangements for the contractor to have access to the source for 
sampling the material and, if necessary, exploratory investigation. The District Materials 
Engineer will maintain control of the operation of the source and provide the provisions for 
working and/or reclamation of the source to the contractor. It is the responsibility of the 
contractor to determine the adequate quantity and substantiate the quality of the material in the 
source. 

The District Materials Engineer prepares the approval/disapproval letter for the District 
Engineer’s signature. 

• Sources Not Previously Investigated 

The contractor is responsible for furnishing complete data to the Resident/Regional Engineer to 
indicate that the source meets the contract specification requirements. The District Materials 
Engineer evaluates all the documentation, including test reports, for compliance and prepares the 
approval/disapproval letter for the District Engineer’s signature. 

In all cases, complete documentation must be received before approval is granted for use of the 
material on a project. The district will provide a copy of the documentation and approval letter to 
the Central Materials Section. 

Refer to Subsection 106.09-II, Contractor Furnished Source, in the Contract Administration 
Manual for administration of source approval. 
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